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1. President Tem planas the formation of a non-slective National Aspenbly representing
all political and religious groupe in Vietnam, but he has not made clear by whom
and in what menner the yeserbly delegates are to be selected, The purpose of
this apsembly 18 to draw up & 1list of ocandidates for the Vietnamese delegaticn
to the Parls negotiations, from which 1ist Bao Dai would designate the delegates,
and to aselst Tam in the general elections at a later dats.

2. The nationelists are in a dilemma as to whether they will participete in Tam's
essembly not knowing the oonditions for ita formstion, They have only Tam's
word that he had Bao Dai's backing, as no word has been received from Beo Dai
or his personal representative, The ourrent trend is to try to stall a decision
pending the expeoted arrival of Buu Loo on 12 September to ses if Loc brings
any direct word from Bao Dal, The nationalists are undecided as to whether to
continue the congress simultaneocusly with the assembly,

3. Pham Cong Tac will support Bac Dai as soon as the latter's intentions are known,
but the rest of the ocongress is split, Nguyen Ton Hoan end Ngo Dinh Nhu will
probably oppose participation in the Tam assembly even if approved by Bao Dai,
Fhue Quoc Hol opinion is split, The party itself may eplit openly. Phuong may
side with Hoan and Nhu while Pham Xuan Thai represents the party in the Tam
assembly, but covertly party unity will remain, The position of the other
delegates is unknowm, |

4. On 11 September Tren Van Tuyen and Dang Van Sung flew to Tey Ninh to coneult
with Tae to try to undermine Tam and persuade Tae to call a National Agsembly
in the name of Bao Dai, Tac is returning to Salgon on 12 September and will
make known his decision on 13 or 14 September after talks with Tam and Buu Loe,
if the latter arrives,
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5. Democratic Republic of Vietnam pamphlets denouncing the National Congress were
distributed in large number in Saigon,

25X1
:l’c_umggb_. | |'the impression that Tam's return has confused the
25X1 natlonalists who tend to refuse to believe that Tam has Bao Dai's backing which

he claims, Most feel the new situation calls for new faces more respresentative
than the Tam government, end oppose Tam as head of the assembly and leader of 25X1
the negotiations, but they are reluctant to oppose Bao Dai. .

| for background information on the
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